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By Sean Poulter . .

. Eonsrmer A Editor ... milk taken from eight dalrles
A LINK between a bug found. - Sgle o wan jobitlion pints of
‘milk drunk every year -that equates .

in some fresh milk and Crohn's

disease has been established
by breakthrough research
published yesterday. "~ .

The discovery -could “bring - -

demands to change milk produe-
tion methodz - perhaps following

_the common European practice of

Ultra Heat Treatment (OHT). ¢

It could also provide the key to .

antibiotic treatients for the condi-
tion, which affects approximately
150,000 Britons. . -
Doctors have long claimed that.a
buz called Mycobacterium paratu=—
berculosis{MAP), which is found in .
cattle and some milk; causes Crokin's.
“But the-daeiry industry has never—
accepted the link and researchers
‘had [ailed to prove a connection. -
" Now scientists at Liverhool Univer-’
sity have identified how MAP weak-

_ens the body's.delence mechandsm .
‘and so allows other harmful bugs, .

specifically &.coli, to thtive. | . |
This-¢.coll, which is known 10 be.

present within Crolur's disease tissue ..

in increased amounts, is belleved to
galse inflammation and sickness,
_ Croho’s léads to chropie intestingl:.
inflammation; pain, bleeding and-
diarrhoea. It ks a8 particularly dis- -
tressing condition among ¢ . -
Professor Jon Rhodes, whose work .
. was published in the journal Gas:’
troenterology, said: ° has been
found within Crobn's disease tissue
 but there has been much controversy
eoncerning its role in the disease.” -
He added that MAFP releases a com- |

" R RESEARCH In 2000 found that

2.1 per cent of pasteurised

across Britain contalned MAP.

0 575,342 taimied pints a day. -

There are 5,000 new cases of

Crohn’s a year. Ninety per.cent of
sufferers will need surgery at
some stage to tackle the serlous
“bowel complications it.causes.
" Stress Is thought to exacerbate
‘Sufferers {nctude television:
volce-coach Carrle Grant, actor
- . Kep Statt and singer Beth Orton.

sor.John Hermon-Taylor, Britain's

“leading expert on Crohm's, called for.
thle agamst .
- begtoming infected with MAF in the
- first place, ol Ee
He said ultra heat treatment-of milk
might kil the infection but it would'
no '

4 mass vaccination of.¢

.be A guarantes.
' milk producers, said & mumpet of stud-
__between MAP in milk and Crohn's : -

Its directoy, Dr Judith Bryans, Said:

'While the-findings. of the study are
Interesting, it, portant Lo Siress

‘that not all Crohn's patients-haye

. MAP in theit Intestines, This would

suppest, that there are additiopal fe-

tors which may.cause Crohi's disetize.”
. Bhe added: “There 1= no need for

| .anyone to. alter-their consumpiion of -

itk based ol ¢uwrrent sclentific
mowledge’ "
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giex molecule which prevents white .
lood cells from Kiling e.coll, Profes-.

The Dairy Council, which spesls for . .
{es had failed to show o causal.Jindk .

ool
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